
Report on the Biocore Prairie Bluebird Box Project – Spring-Summer 2016 
 

Monitoring of the Biocore Prairie Bluebird boxes began on April 16th.  The season started with 14 boxes. 
On July 14th 3 boxes were moved away from the gardens to reduce House Sparrow nesting , and 2 boxes 
were added, 1 in the old orchard and 3 at the edges of the old prairie, ending with a total of 16 boxes.  
Another box has since been added at the east end of the Gardens, bringing the total to 17.  Two of the 
relocated boxes at the edge of the old prairie (10A and 10B) are in close proximity, a trial to see whether 
this will reduce competition with other species. 
 
 Eastern Bluebirds (BB) started nesting three times. The nest started by April 16th in Box 11 was taken 
over by Tree Swallows (TS).  By May 24th, BB had started to build a nest in Box 2. They successfully 
raised 5 young, who had fledged by July 2nd.  By July 30th they had started rebuilding their nest on top of 
a beginning House Wren (HW) nest, and by the 30th had laid 5 eggs. The young had fledged by August 
20th.  
 
In summary, BBs made three starts at nesting, were unsuccessful in the first, but raised 10 young in the 
other two nests. There have been several sightings of young BBs in the Biocore area, an encouraging sign 
of nesting success. 
 
Tree Swallows nested successfully in 6 boxes, ousted by HW in 2. They laid a total of 36 eggs, and 
fledged 27 young. House Wrens started out in 2 boxes; by the end of the summer they had taken over 12 
boxes. Male HW build dummy nests to attract females, so not all of these nests represent actual nesting. 
In addition, HW nests are built high in the box, making it difficult to determine whether there are eggs or 
young present.  However, across boxes at least 43 eggs and 29 fledglings were counted. 
 
 #nests #eggs #fledged 
BB 3 10 10 
TS 8 36 27 
HW 12 ? 43 ? 29 

This was an odd year for the Madison FUN Partnership Bluebird Box trails, of which our Biocore Prairie 
BB Trail is one. There were fewer early Bluebird nests and fewer second nesting attempts, as well as 
attempts for all species in general - including House Sparrows.  Even so, there seem to have been more 
Bluebirds around than were using boxes and nesting. Possible reasons include a drier start to summer 
leading to fewer early insects to trigger breeding and feed the young, and signs of a possible early winter 
discouraging second nesting.  For the Biocore Prairie BB Trail, we are looking forward to seeing the 
effect of the added/relocated seven boxes and the trial pairing of boxes on BB success. 

Overall, the Biocore Prairie BB Trail served well the Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve goals for 
nature awareness and education, as well as supporting Citizen Science and promoting the welfare of the 
birds. Many different groups visited the trail, including families and kids, UW students, and field trip 
participants. While enjoying the Bluebirds and other species, they learned about how we are both helping 
to provide accommodation for birds who are experiencing diminished natural nesting habitat and 
promoting native habitat restoration. 
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