
Please mail this completed form and your check payable to: Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve     
                                              P.O. Box 5534

                                                         Madison, WI 53705

Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve is a tax exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Annual 
Membership
Student_____$10 

   Individual___$20

   Household __ $35

   Steward____  $50

   Patron_____$100

   Other $________

Additional 
Gift

(If you are already a member-
does not include membership.) 

Woodland__$500

Savanna  __ $250

Wetland___ $100

Prairie_____ $50

Other $________

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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I’m interested in volunteering. Please send me 
           information by email.

 I’d like to go paperless & receive my newsletter by email.

Name_________________________________

Street_________________________________

City__________________________________

State__________ Zip_____________________

Phone_________________________________

Email__________________________________

2015 Nominations for the Friends Board. TheFriends Nominating Committee, Dolly Ledin (Chair), Paul Williams, 
and Will Waller, recommends the candidates listed below. The Friends Board has endorsed this recommendation. Other candidates 
may be nominated by the membership at the Annual Meeting.

Corey George is a certified arborist and forester, with a BS in Urban Forestry from UW-Stevens Point. He has managed the parks, public
gardens, and community forest in Shorewood Hills for the last 11 years, and is dedicated to protect and enhance these natural resources that 
so greatly contribute to the quality of life in this area - and the adjacent Preserve. Corey has experience with sustaining a continuous and
diverse tree canopy, maintaining a healthy and safe urban forest, monitoring and abating disease/insect problems, invasive species removal 
and native plant restoration, storm water management, volunteer coordinating, and consulting. 
Galen Hasler grew up in the Madison household of a prominent limnologist, but pursued a career in medicine at UW-Madison and post
grad training in Medicine and Oncology at the University of Vermont. He practiced in Missouri, where he was deeply involved in the Mis-
souri Prairie Foundation, participating in restoration work and serving on their board. In 1993, Galen created a 250-acre Missouri Wetland 
Reserve restoration project. Since returning to Madison he has served on the Board of Madison Audubon as well as the Friends Board.
As downtown Madison residents, he and his wife especially enjoy walking the Lakeshore Nature Preserve while remembering those who
dreamed of its creation.
Gisela Kutzbach has an BS degree in Atmospheric Science from the Free University of Berlin, and a PhD in the History of Science from 
UW-Madison, where she directed the Technical Communication Program in the College of Engineering.  Gisela is a Past President of the
Friends Board, and currently is Membership Committee chair, Webmaster, and co-chair of the Eagle Heights Woods Fundraising Commit-
tee. In collaboration with Preserve staff, she is involved in the Friends’ educational outreach to the community. Gisela has been an avid lover 
of natural environments, a hiker, and a wildflower enthusiast since childhood.
Mike Parsen grew up exploring the Lakeshore Nature Preserve. He has a B.S. in Geological Engineering, Geology, and History from 
UW-Madison, earned a Masters in hydrogeology in Switzerland, and worked as an environmental consultant in France. Since 2010 he has
worked as a hydrogeologist with the Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey.  Mike’s research focuses on evaluating regional re-
sponse of groundwater systems to changes in pumping and groundwater recharge. He is keenly interested in water resource education and
outreach due to the practical applications of groundwater models and the need to engage Wisconsin citizens in better understanding the
groundwater resource issues that affect them.
Ekatarina Mullendore is a junior double majoring in Geography and Environmental Studies. She is actively involved in campus initiatives 
as an environmental educator with Badger Volunteers, a committee member for the Distinguished Lecturer Series, and currently as Social 
Media Coordinator for Geography Club. This past semester, she completed an internship with the Wisconsin League of Conservation Vot-
ers, tracking the organization’s community impact. This will be Katya’s first year as a member of Students for the Preserve, and she will serve
as their Social Events Coordinator. 
Mitchell Thomas is a zoology major and pre-veterinary student at UW Madison. As a member of both the Friends of the Lakeshore Nature 
Preserve and the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin, he was instrumental in creating the Biocore Prairie Bluebird Trail. Last 
summer he volunteered at Wildtracks, a manatee and primate rehabilitation center in Belize. As a member of the Board he will work towards 
creating and improving habitat in the Preserve for birds and other wildlife.
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   I’d like to make a difference by joining or making an additional contribution to-

 The Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve
Annual Financial Report

  Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve

Details              Totals 
Starting balance $54,446.82 

Income $59,298.16 
Memberships $14,290.00 
Donations and memorials     $14,615.00 
Garlic mustard Pledges     $1,615.00 
Eagle Heights Woods funds     $28,725.00 
Dividends and interest     $53.16 

Expenses  $(15,306.91)
Gifts to Preserve -$4,000.00 
Garlic Mustard Pledges     -$1,615.00 
Summer Interns -$5,525.15 
Annual meeting -$565.09 
Plantings/seeds for Preserve     -$1,506.40 
Postage, supplies and newsletter  -$2,095.27 

Ending balance $98,438.07 

Outreach: 2014 was an extraordinary year for the Friends. 
We opened the season with demonstrations of soil making 
and seed planting at the Eagle Heights Community Garden 
Seed Fair, an event  attended by 500-600 gardeners, many 
with young children. We participated in two events with 
U.W. Hospital supporting their Wellness Program and Green 
Steps Challenge. We entertained young minds at the UW-
Madison Science Expedition. We exhibited at the Nelson 
Institute Earth Day Conference, celebrated Earth Day with 
UW Housing, and welcomed students to campus in Septem-
ber with the “Party on the Path”.  

Support: Field Trips and volunteer workdays are impor-
tant aspects of our “Connect and Care” mission. The 

Friends sponsored 19 field trips and 21 workdays. We shared 
field expertise in many areas: Effigy Mounds, Wildflowers, 
Bird Banding, Pollinators, Migrating Birds, Marsh Ecology, 
and Regional Geology. We toured the Community Gardens 
and sailed Mendota aboard the Limnos research vessel. On 
work days, we installed thousands of native plants, and as 
ever, removed loads of buckthorn and garlic mustard. We 
funded the Audubon intern program for its seventh season 
and established a bluebird trail with 14 stations. We think the 
birds are grateful. 

Finance: The Friends finances are strong. The 2014 begin-
ning balance below reflects our commitment to maintain a 
2- year buffer for operating expenses. The ending balance 
includes strong support for the Eagle Heights Woods Proj-
ect. Between those two numbers our main disbursements 
are funds for Interns and Preserve Stewardship. We are ever 
mindful that your money should be spent wisely. 

Membership: Our membership is stable at approximately 
300 members and is remarkably loyal. We retain over 90% of 
our members year-to-year. Our two biggest workdays were 
those that celebrated Friends-specific projects: the Heritage 
Oak restoration and the Harriet Riley Flower Installation Fes-
tival. We have a diverse and committed Board and continue 
to attract highly qualified individuals for Board service.This 
season brings the retirement of two 6-year veterans: Dave 
Mickelson and Evelyn Howell. We thank them for their ser-
vice. We also thank Roma Lenehan and Glenda Denniston 
for their enormous contributions as Preserve Stewards. We 
thank new member Paul Noeldner for his popular monthly 
feathered friends excursions. And finally, a special callout to  
Gisela Kutzbach, who has not only given us an engaging and 
exciting website, but has quietly assembled a superb fund-
raising team for the Eagle Heights Woods project.    

Friends of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve 2014 Annual Report by Will Waller

2014 interns Madeleine Van Cleve and Lauren Bradshaw break to chat about the joys of buckthorn removal with Adam Gundlach. Photo: Kutzbach




